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Module Aims:  
 
The aim of this module is to:  

 



Introduce students to research methods through the development of a critical 

understanding of the philosophical, practical and ethical concepts of research and 

research methodology within the context of health and society.  

 
 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 

 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 

1. Articulate the purpose and context of research and a rationale for selecting 

appropriate research methodology and designs. 

2. Critically explore the philosophical traditions underpinning research within the 

context of community practice, health and society.  

3. Critically explain the range of research method options available for community and 

health related research.  

4. Review and critically appraise published research, including systematic reviews, 

and interpretation of new research in the context of existing knowledge.  

5. Formulate an answerable research question with appropriate research aims, 

objectives and methods and demonstrate principles and procedures for ethical 

research practice. 

. 
NMC (2001) Standards for Common Core:- 
 
12.14 

 

NMC (2001) Standards Specialist Practice appertaining to this module:- 
 
13.24,13.27.  
 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 

 Interpretation and communication of information, knowledge and statistics about 

health and wellbeing. 

 Critical appraisal of published articles, health and health service related reports and 

documents in the context of community practice, health and society.  

 Research, investigative and problem-solving skills 

 Decision making and independent thought 

 

 



 
Assessment:  

 
Assessment is summative by means of end of module written assignment in two parts a 
literature review which will inform the second part a research proposal. It is anticipated that 
the student will work on their assignment from a very early stage in the module and be able 
to present their proposed question addressing a problem from practice at the end of the 
module. A brief review of current research literature will offer an opportunity for developing 
an argument to support their proposed research project. It is almost inevitable that the piece 
of work presented for this module will need to be refined to work up to a feasible research 
design. Based upon a chosen topic, and suitable for submission for ethical approval, the 
research question forms the first stage of the research proposal process. It is anticipated that 
the proposed question will be supported by critical argument and demonstrate understanding 
about a coherent research design with consistent underpinning methodology. 
 
Please note:  
 
All elements of assessment must be attempted and passed (NMC 2001), there is no 
compensation between elements or modules. 
 
Any work submitted which indicates unsafe practice by the student, or which breaches 
anonymity and/or confidentiality, will be deemed a refer. 
 

 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 
 

1-5 Essay 100%  4,000 

2 NMC 
Standards 
13.24/13.27 

Portfolio Pass/refer   
 
 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

The module will be delivered through a mixture of lectures, tutorials and directed private study. 

Students will discuss and share ideas through student-led seminars and peer group discussion. 

Practical exercises and review of published research will also inform the teaching sessions. 

 
 

Syllabus outline: 

 

The Research Methods module should provide students with resources that allow them to 

question ‘evidence’ at a number of levels. In the first part of the module students will have 

discussed research ‘methodology’, which is designed to give a better understanding of the 

assumptions that drive the kinds of research studies students design and the research methods 

they choose to collect evidence in answer to their particular research question. The remainder 

of the module looks at research methods and is designed to give students the ‘technical’ 

understanding of how the evidence is produced.  

 

Research Paradigms   



Research Methodology and epistemology: Positivism, phenomenological approaches and 

critical theorist ideas. 

Critical appraisal of evidence 

Research Design 

Practicalities of research planning  

Research and ethical governance 

Health Services evaluation, including audit. 

Data collection: surveys and questionnaire design; interviews; focus groups; participant 

observation 
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